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IFMSA-SWEDEN (International Federation of

Medical Students’ Associations)

Standing Committee on Reproductive 

Health including AIDS (SCORA)

SCORA exchange on HIV/AIDS

Partners: 
Universities and University Hospitals of Lund, Gothenburg, Umeå, Uppsala and Stockholm

IFMSA-SCORA


IFMSA-Poland

IFMSA-Romania

Contact details: 

 Agnes Mattsson, National Officer on Reproductive Health including AIDS
Nora@ifmsa.se 

SUMMARY

The Swedish SCORA-exchange is an international training programme for medical students on HIV and AIDS organized by IFMSA-Sweden and its SCORA groups at several medical schools in Sweden. The aim of the project is to raise awareness and increase the knowledge about HIV/AIDS as a global issue among medical students and future doctors as well as to offer medical students from different parts of the world an opportunity to exchange experiences and ideas about HIV/AIDS, create discussion and develop transnational collaboration. The first exchange took place in 1999 and it has since then been organized five times: in 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004 and 2005. The course take place during three weeks in September and five medical students from around the world are selected to participate. The programme focuses on seminars with a number of clinicians and other professionals as well as visits and round-table-discussions on a given theme. The participants also make presentations of the HIV/AIDS situation in their respective countries during the course and travel around to the different cities visiting hospitals, laboratories and NGO´s. In this way, a broad perspective of the complex HIV/AIDS issue can be achieved. 

AIM

Short-term goals:

· to raise awareness and increase the knowledge about HIV/AIDS as a global issue among medical students and future doctors

· to offer medical students from different parts of the world a forum for exchanging experiences and ideas about HIV/AIDS and through this, create discussion and developing transnational collaboration


· to increase the knowledge of the participants in the following areas: epidemiology, virology, pharmacology, laboratory techniques, ethics(stigma and discrimination, doctor-patient relationship), prevention, risk factors, aid to developing countries


· to offer practice and development of organising and leadership skills to members of IFMSA-Sweden

Long-term goals:

· to stimulate the formation of international student projects on HIV/AIDS

· to encourage research and education in the field of  HIV/AIDS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The exchange is a course on HIV and AIDS organized by the SCORA groups in different cities. The course will take place during three weeks in September-October. 5 medical students are selected to represent as diverse a mix as possible of different countries and continents, which will enable a creative exchange of information and ideas between the students. Comprising both theory and practice, the participants will be offered an overview of the HIV issue from a wide range of perspectives. The exchange is focused on seminars with a number of clinicians and other professionals. The participants will also during the course make presentations of the HIV/AIDS situation in their respective countries. The students will travel around to the different cities, in this way a broad perspective of HIV/AIDS issues in Sweden can be achieved.

The programme comprises:

· lectures on HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment

· seminars on HIV research and virology

· seminars on HIV testing procedures and laboratory techniques

· seminars with clinicians at the Departments of Infectious Diseases of the University Hospitals

· visits and seminars with NGO’s working with prevention and treatment among risk groups

· interactive discussions with professionals and students

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

The exchange is announced and presented at the IFMSA General Assembly( March Meeting). In April general information and call for applications are sent out to the National Member Organizations of IFMSA. Last date for application is May 1st. By June 15th the applicants will receive definitive confirmation.  

The selection of the 5 participants will be done regarding the following:

A. interest and experience in the field of HIV/AIDS

B. students from regions where HIV/AIDS is at present or is becoming a large problem is given priority

C. the participants are selected to represent as different parts of the world as possible in order to obtain different perspectives and experiences

D. years in medical school

SCORA-exchange on HIV/AIDS in Sweden

8th of September to 4th of October 2006
Preliminary programme:

Lund 8th-15th
-HIV as a global issue

-Syringe exchange programmes for the prevention of HIV among IV drug abusers

-Epidemiology 

-HIV testing procedures

Gothenburg 15th-22nd
-NGO’s working with HIV prevention

-HIV Research seminars

Umeå 22nd -26th

-NGO’s working with HIV prevention among youths

-Infectious clinic

Uppsala 26th-29th 
-Gender seminars

-Kärleksakuten-a peer education project

-Infectious clinic

Stockholm 29th-4th  
-Educational weekend 

-HIV Research seminars

